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UNCLAS STATE 213303 

US OECD FOR OECD PARIS/USMISSION GENEVA 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: EWWT, OECD, ILO, IMCO 

SUBJECT: SEPTEMBER OECD MEETINGS: SUBSTANDARD SHIPS 

1 . THE FOLLWOING IS IN REGARD TO PROVISIONAL AGENDA ITEM 
7 (SUBSTANDARD SHIPS) OF THE SEPT. 22 OECD MEETING OF THE 
MARITIME TRANSPORT COMMITTEE (MTC). INFORMATION PERTAINING 
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TO OTHER PARTS OF THE AGENDA WILL BE BROUGHT TO THE MEETING 
BY RICHARD BANK (EB/TCA/MA). 

2. U.S. RESPONSES TO QUESTIONNAIRE ANNEXED TO DAF/MTC/77.27 
("QUESTIONNAIRE CONCERNING THE IMPLEMENTATION OF OECD 
COUNCIL RECOMMENDATION ON SUBSTANDARD SHIPS") FOLLOW: 
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ILO INSTRUMENTS 

A. ILO CONVENTION 147 (MINIMUM STANDARDS IN MERCHANT VESSELS: 

1) NO. 

2) NO. THIS QUESTION HINGES ON THE ISSUE OF CONTINUED U.S. 
PARTICIPATION IN THE ILO ITSELF. THE U.S. POSITION ON 
RATIFICATION OF ILO CONVENTION 147 MUST AWAIT RESOLUTION OF 
THIS LARGER QUESTION. 

3) SEE NUMBER 2. 

4) NO. THE U.S. HAS NOT REACHED THIS STAGE REGARDING THE 
CONVENTION, FOR THE REASON INDICATED ABOVE. 

B. ILO RECOMMENDATION 155 (IMPROVING STANDARDS IN 
MERCHANT VESSELS): 

5) YES, THE U.S. IS TAKING MANY OF THE STEPS SUGGESTED IN 
PARA. 3, PARTICULARLY REGARDING THE MORE RECENT ILO 
INSTRUMENTS. (A PRECISE TIMETABLE FOR ACTION ON SOME OF 
THE OLDER INSTRUMENTS IS MORE UNCERTAIN.) AT PRESENT, 
MEASURES FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF RECOMMENDATION 155 ARE IN 
THE INTRAGOVERNMENT AL CLEARING PROCESS. 
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IN ADDITION, OF COURSE, IT IS ENTIRELY POSSIBLE THAT 
PROVISIONS OF ILO RECOMMENDATION 155 HAVE BEEN INCORPORA- 
TED IN COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENTS BETWEEN LABOR AND 
MANAGEMENT GROUPS IN PRIVATE INDUSTRY. THE U.S. GOVERN- 
MENT DOES NOT, AS A MATTER OF COURSE, SCRUTINIZE SUCH 
AGREEMENTS FOR THIS PURPOSE, AND THEREFORE HAS NO WAY OF 
KNOWING TO WHAT DEGREE THIS HAS BEEN THE CASE. 

6) IT REMAINS TOO EARLY TO IDEHTIFY 

POTENTIAL DIFFICULTIES IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE RE- 
COMMENDATION. 

IMCO INSTRUMENTS 

C. RESOLUTION A321(IX) (CONTROL OF SHIPS PROCEDURES) WITH 
"SUBSTANDARD SHIPS' GUIDELINES OF CONTROL PROCEDURES": 

7) YES, THE USG IS IN THE PROCESS OF IMPLEMENTATION. 

8) NOT APPLICABLE. 
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9) NONE IN PARTICULAR ARE ENVISIONED AT THIS TIME. HOW- 
EVER. THE OUTCOME OF THE FEB. IMCO DIPLOMATIC CONFERENCE 
MAY HAVE A BEARING ON THIS RESPONSE. 

10) THE ANSWER TO THIS QUESTION DEPENDS ON THE OUTCOME 
OF THE CONFERENCE MENTIONED IN RESPONSE NUMBER 9 (ABOVE) 
AND ALSO ON THE OUTCOME OF THE IMCO JOINT MSC/MEPC 
MEETING ON TANKER SAFETY AND POLLUTION PREVENTION. 

3. REGARDING PARA. 2. DAF/MTC/77.27, THE US DOES NOT 
OBJECT TO THE RECOMMENDATION CONTAINED THEREIN AND 
CONCURS THAT OECD DUPLICATION OF ILO AND IMCO EFFORTS MUST 
BE AVOIDED. THE US AGREES THAT IT MAY BE USEFUL 
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TO COMPILE A RECORD OF THE ADOPTION AND IMPLEMENTATION 
STATUS OF THE CITED INSTRUMENTS AMONG OECD MEMBER 
STATES. AS WELL AS TO SURVEY THE VARIOUS MEANS THAT ARE 
BEING EMPLOYED TO ENFORCE THE MEASURES CALLED FOR IN 
THE INSTRUMENTS. SIMILARLY, IT WOULD SEEM DESIRABLE TO 
KNOW WHAT PARTICULAR ASPECTS OF THE INSTRUMENTS POSE 
DIFFICULTIES FOR COUNTRIES WHICH HAVE NOT YET ADOPTED 
THEM. 

4. THE FOLLOWING COMMENTS PERTAIN TO THE BROADER U.S. 

VIEW OF SUBSTANDARD SHIP MEASURES: 

IN ADDITION TO RESOLUTION 321, IMCO MSC CIRCULAR 219 OF 
20 DEC. 1976 CONTAINS A SET OF GUIDELINES ENTITLED "SUB- 
STANDARD SHIPS: GUIDELINES ON CONTROL PROCEDURES," 

AS WELL AS A FORMAT FOR PORT STATE REPORT OF DEFICIENCIES. 
SUCH PROCEDURES ARE BEING IMPLEMENTED IN THE U.S. AND WILL 
BE DISCUSSED FURTHER AT THE NOV. JOINT MEETING OF THE IMCO 
MSC/MEPC ON TANKER SAFETY AND POLLUTION PREVENTION, IN 
PREPARATION FOR THE FEB. IMCO DIPLOMATIC CONFERENCE ON 
SUCH MATTERS. VANCE 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MEETING AGENDA, SHIPS, MEMBERSHIP, INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 06-Sep-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977STATE213303 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: SPILLA:USCG:GYOEST:CEK 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770323-0597 
Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770993/aaaadaxn.tel 

Line Count: 157 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: b051034d-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ORIGIN EB 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 18-Nov-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1373512 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SEPTEMBER OECD MEETINGS: SUBSTANDARD SHIPS 
TAGS: EWWT, PORG, US, OECD, ILO, IMCO 
To: PARIS 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/b051034d-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



